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brute. I got him the second day over the body of a
woman he had killed. The beast was not very old, but
much out of condition. His off hind leg had been broken
by a heavy slug from a native gun, and the animal was
quite lame and unable to hunt the jungle game. So his
depravity was not without some extenuating circumstances.
This tiger was killed in the early afternoon. Soon the
news of his death spread far and wide, and that hot-
weather evening my camp was visited by hundreds of
persons from the neighbouring villages rejoicing in the
death of the common enemy, for the beast had included
several villages in his beat and taken toll from them all.
The people inspected, spat at, and abused the carcase of
the tiger; then interviewing me, praised my prowess and
virtues with many a Wah - waJi! And that hot - weather
night was rendered hideous by their rejoicings, celebrated,
alas! with the consumption of much country liquor, and by
an unusual amount of tom-toming and nasal accompaniments,
I had one hideous experience, in seeing a man seized by
a tiger within a few yards of me and being unable to save
his life. It was the 24th May (the Queen's birthday),
a very hot day of the hottest season of the year. I had
had to come into Chandah sick with fever. In the morning
a half-caste employe of the Telegraph Department came to
tell me there was a tiger close to the wall of the city. As
he heard I was too ill to go out myself, he begged for the
loan of my Government elephant to help him to dispose
of the beast. It would have been as the dog-in-the-
manger to refuse, so reluctantly I let my elephant go.
About eleven o'clock my elephant and mahout returned,
both violently perturbed. The tiger, the latter told me,
was there sure enough. It had come out of its lair, and
both the East-Indian and his mate had fired and missed,
but the tiger, on his part, had slightly clawed the elephant
during the retreat. The elephant, mahout, and I myself
had all been dishonoured, the mahout said^ and It was
absolutely obligatory I should go at once and dispose of